Measurement of exchange of trace metals between the body and its surroundings with the use of tracer methodology. A critique of current applications.
Application of general tracer theory to the problem of estimating fluxes of tracee between the gastrointestinal tract and the body proper, from observations of the movement of tracer, shows that a number of assumptions must be fulfilled. Two specific sets of assumptions are discussed and, in both cases, measurement of tracer fluxes yields information on the integrated absorption of the tracee.